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Dr. Quentin Talbot 
Occupation: Archaeologist 
Skills: Archaeo logy, Ancient History/Writing 
Motivation: Acquiring Knowledge 
Weakness: Ac:idemic Zeal 

Dr. T al hot is the ynungcst son uf a prominent 
Brirish family. He earned a Docrorate ar Camhridi;c 
where he rnu:;hr for several years. In his 37rh year 
Talhot went on an exrended sahhatical from his 
reaching posirinn h> jrnn an expedition in se:irch of 
the tnmh of the fohled Ei,'Yptian mai;e Ramna-Tor. 
The romh, when found, cnnraincd many artifocrs 
mcludini; several scrolls. The sarcophagus of the 
mage. hnwcver, was empty. 

S<Mm after the discovery of rhc mmh, a rash of 
mysrenous demhs swept the expedi111>n's camp wirh 
the v1cwns' hodies found m amrudcs of extreme 
agony wirh lcM>ks nf utter rerror on their faces. Fear· 
ing the nuthreak nf some new plai;ue, chc expedi· 
tiun hurriedly packed up and renamed to London. 
The dearhs followed ir rhere, with must of the vie· 
rims crnnmg frrnn rhc slums and nthcr lower-class 
seer ions of the city. Several of the cxpeduion mem· 
hers have also mer with gmesrnne ends, rhe mosr 
rt"CCnt heing a Professor Ashhury-Bni;htnn, a close 
friend and colleague of Talhot's, who died with his 
wife when their hrand new hcmeless carmge inex· 
plicahly swerved off a hridgc mto the Thames. Ar 
the funcrnl. Talhot was reported tn have hecn unaf· 
fected hy the denrh of his friend, and expressed rhe 
desire to 1:c1 hack to his study nf the scrolls hmught 
hack from E~'Ypt. He has locked himself in his study 
m order to accomplish this, refusing ro see anyone, 
includini; rhc police. who are investigmini; the rash 
of dcnrhs. 0 
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Lindy Monroe 
Occupation: C rusading Ncwsp:iper Reporter 
Skills: lnvc~tij?ntion , deductive reasoning 
Motivation: To find the truth 
Weakness: Kind-hearced, impulsive 

Lindy, an investigative reporter for rhe NcU1 
York Daily St'luinel, was senr to work for rhc paper's 
branch office in London. Although her superiors, 
wary of upsetting the wrong people, rried !O limit 
her assignments tu "Ladies-Orienred" subjects, 
Lindy still managed to find time ro uncover some 
juicy scandals among the upper crust. She also 
made lasting friendships with several prominent 
women, and is reputed ro he romantically 
involved with an English peer. Ir is hecause of this 
rhat she is ahle to move ahout virtually unimpeded 
among rhe higher social echelons. 

Lindy was assigned to cover the rash of deaths 
in London's slums when she was conractcd by one 
of her friend s. The woman, whose husband 
financed the expedition ro Egypt. informed Lindy 
rhat Dr. Talbot had mentioned heinc on rhc 
hrink of attaining "Unimaginahle Power" ar a 
dinner party some days back. and had witnessed 
rhc deaths of Ashbury-Brighton and his wife, and 
was reported to have laughed as he watched their 
car sink into the Thames taking them with it. 
Lindy was also di rected co a menta l hospital 
where Talhnt's former Chamhermaid Sarah is 
heini; kept under ohservation. Based on the testi· 
mony of these twn women and others, Lindy sus· 
pects that Talbot is someiu1w involved in the rash 
of deaths and is curre1 '' 'Y seeking evidence co 
prove his guilt. a 

Sarah Templeton 
Occupation: Housemaid 
Skills: Cleaning, serving 
Motivation: To live comfortably 
Weakness: Romantic daydreams 

Sarah has been secretly in love with the dash· 
ing Dr. Talbot for years. Her affections have not 
been rerurned in any way by the doctor, yet Sarah 
is blinded to this by her romantic notions and has 
often told her fellow servants that ~one day he'll 
be able to freely admit his love for me, and then 
we can he married!" 

When Talhot returned from Egypt, he was a 
changed man, preoccupied wirh deciphering the 
recovered scrolls to the exclusion of all else, and 
he no longer smiled or gave his customary kind 
word ro Sarah or other members of rhe staff. The 
doctor also hegan receiving an increasing amount 
of late-night visitors who were always accompa· 
nied hy '"a smell like out of a charnel house!" It 
was during one of these visits that Sarah wit· 
nessed the event tha t drove her temporarily 
insane. Investigating a crash from her master's 
study, she saw two young girls strapped securely in 
chairs while her master stood reading from a 
scroll in the corner. A shadowy figure material· 
ized and enveloped the girls, and when it clepart· 
ed, they were dead, their lxxlies reduced Ill cmaci· 
ated husks. This provechoo much for Sarah's frag· 
ile mind and she fainted away screaming. She 
awoke in St. Catherine's Asylum hahbling about 
the devil loose in Cambridge and stealing souls. 
Her rantinl,'S were considered to he delirious until 
she was discovered by Lindy Monroe, who talked 
to her and began to piece together exactly what 
was occurring in the Talbot house. a 
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Ramna-Tor 
Occupation : Ancient Egyptian Mage 
Skills: Dark Magic 
Motivation : To enslave mankind 
Weakness: Weak from passage of cenruries 

Ramna-Tor was a mai:e uf the first dynasry in 
E1:yrt where he ~rved as advis.ir m rhe Pharaohs 
and used his magic to insure their vicniry in bat­
tle. Growing tired of serving those he saw as infe­
rior, he gathered an army of h11th rhe living and 
the dead. and was only dcfeatl!d hy an alliance of 
wizards. He was inrerred with honors appropriate 
to his forrner position, hut the ward ing spell which 
had kept him from this plane was hrnken hy Tal­
hor's 1893 expedition. Tor immediately drained 
the life energies of seveml people in the camr in 
order to revitalize his rowers and rt1 reanimate his 
mummified corpse. and would have killed Talhot 
too if he had not realized he would need a i;uide of 
sorts In the strange new world nf the late 19th 
century. Usini; mind control techni<.:iues, he 
directed the Doctor to have his mummy shipped 
in secret tt> England aloni: with several art ifacts 
from his tnmh, including the scr.ills. 

Tor rei;ularly has Talhot hrini; victims to his 
home. as venturing too far from his hidy weakens 
Tor severely. Often this is not russihle, and Tor 
must venture nu t Into the ciry fCl hunt, appe;iring 
before his victim as some horrihle nightmare crea­
ture; this is how he dispatched Pmfcss.ir Brii;hton 
when the Professor hei;an to suspect T Jlhot . Tor 
has planted in Talhot's mind the idea that che 
>Cmlls hroul!ht hack from Ei:ypt contain the 
secrets of immortality and cosmic power, which 
help h11n maintain his hold nver thl' Doctor. 0 
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Lady Regina Ashton 
Occupation: Tided Noblewoman 

Skills: Seduction, Deceit 

Motivation: Lust for power 

Weakness: Overconfidence, Braggart 
As a child, Lady Regina was coddled and pam· 

pered to the extent that she became <juite spoiled. 
Seeking to somehow tame their wild offspring, Lord 
and Lady Ashton arranged fur Regina to marry the 
son of a neighboring landholder. The rnarria6'C was a 
loveless one and ended three years later when Regi· 
na's husband was killed during a hunt, leaving his 
young wife to inherit his vast holdings. Scarcely two 
months after her husband's death she shocked her 
family by embarking for Africa with a man of ques­
tionable reputation for a year long trek across the 
concinent. Her family and most of polite sociery 
turned their backs on Lady Regina, but she didn't 
care; her late husband's estate would support her 
comfortably for the rest of her life, and for compan­
ionship she c;ithered about herself a group c:J women 
who shared her ideals, including Lindy Monroe. 

Lately, Lady Regina has been a strong advocate 
for equal rights for women. However, her plans do 
no< stop with merely OOtaining the right to vote; no, 
Lady Regina has plans foe the rise d a matriarchy 
that would rule over the Empire. Lady Regina made 
the acquaintance of Dr. Talbot at the home of a 
friend and learned d the scrolls. She is aware that 
they grant their possessor great cosmic power, 
although at present, she IS ignorant :is to what the 
power may be. She does know that it 1s only a matter 
of time 1-efore Tai.hoc falls under her spell enabling 
her to learn the scrolls' full secrets. 0 

...................... ·.·.·.·,·:!: .. ·.·-·.·.·.·:·.•.•,•_::-' 

Dimitri Stavros 
Occupation: Dealer in Rare Antiquities 
Skills: Deception, Stealth 
Motivation: Desire for wealth 
Weakness: G reed 

Stavros runs a small, successful shop in his 
home village in Gre.ece when not out working 
some dig, when the shop is overseen hy his sister. 
The shop deals in rare artifacts which arc eagerly 
snapped up by tourists. Most of the artifacts are 
carefully crafted forgeries designed to fool the une· 
ducated, but the shop also has several genuine arti · 
cles ro sell for a premium price. Unknown to the 
i;eneral puhlic is the fact that the shop also does a 
hc.10ming trade in fencing items stolen from muse­
ums and private collections. To protect himself, 
Stavros puts potential customers through a rigorous 
haclcground check. Failure means that the client is 
turned away, or in some extreme cases, murdered. 
With a body toned by years of hard labor, and the 
looks of a classical Greek god, Stavros is a popular 
figure both with the ladies and with the leaders nf 
archa:ological expeditions who are impressed with 
his knowledge of times past. His beaming smile 
and jolly wit, however, hide the soul ci a viper. 

Recently, Stavros was approached by a group 
calling themselves the Black Order who desired 
that he obtain for them several items from the Tai· 
hot dig in Egypt, with an emphasis on the scrolls 
recovered. Stavros traveled to Eni;land and used 
nmtaets there ro ohtain a position as hurler in rhe 
Talhot household, where he awaits his chance to 

steal r.he scrolls. 0 

•• ------------------------------1111•11 · I Dir• 
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The Black Order 
Occupation: Mysrerious Cult 

Skills: Mostly unknown, but ritual murder 
has been hinred at. 

Motivation: Unknown 

Weakness: Unknown 
Very little is known ai-.out this i:rnup aside 

from the fact that they are qutre ~ecretivc ahout 
their :>ctivities, and are purported rn have mein­
liers nil around rhe world. Attemprs w Infiltrate· 
the i:mup h:ive :.II failed, and rhe where:.hnuts nf 
their headquarters remains a mystery. The sii:n of 
the order; a hlack penrai:ram wirh a clenched fist 
at the center has lieen f11und :>t the ~i 1 cs of several 
i;n1esome murders which has lead a111h11riries ru 
helieve rhar the i:mup may he a cult of assassins 
similar to India's Thu!li;ee. 

Meml->ers of the nrder, when they have lieen 
seen, wear lnni; ehony rol->es wirh hoods that 
ohscme the wearers face. Although the i;roup is 
lielievcd h• he priroorily male, some women may 
also he memliers as evidenced hy an encounter 
with Pnlice an 1894, m Lond.in. A memhcr ,if the 
order was hnefly cnrnered airer the.' murder of a 
Ma!!istrMe and was descrihed as speaking in a 
decidedly feminine v1•1ce. The vnu:e was also 
descrihed as i-.eini: very cultured, which has lead 
tn fea rs that the group may have mcmi-.crs in rhe 
:>rimicrncy and is planning :in 1iverrhr.1w 11f the 
Government. Q 
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Nightwalkers 
Occupation: Undead servants of Ramna-T or 

Skills: Seduction, great physical strength 
Motivation: Obtain life energies fOC' their Master 

Weakness; Fire, prolonged exposure to sunlight 
Realizini; mat he woold need 31,'COIS, R.-imna. Tor 

has turned many ci his victims in ihe city's slu~ inco 
Nightwalkers. The yasc majority d these~ proorirures 
who we ihei.r sed.uc::tivt ~ls ~~draw in their prey. 

Nightwalkers ~e·.~~al living humans 
save for very pale ··stii,a. ronl.I and vacant staring 
eyes. Their minds are' almost completely gone, 
taken over by the power of their· Dark Master. 
Despite this, they can be made to recognire fonner 
fri.ends and relations if Tor so desires, as well as 
interact with others as if still alive. Intensive ques­
tioning will reveal the deception, and the creature 
will attempt to kill its victim quickly, then escape. 
A Nightwalker will first gain the trust d its victim 
before striking, usually in a secluded place. Ir will 
then absorh the life energies of the victim into 
i~lf to be transferred later to Tor. Some of the 
eneq,'V is retained after this transfer in order ro sus­
tain the Nightwalker's "life." The victim either 
dies, or is turned Into another Nightwalker. 

N ighrwalkers are also endciwed with great 
srrength in order ttl defend themselves. Due to 
their undead state, Nightwalkers ~re immune to 
most weapons, but can be destroyed l->y exposure 
to fire. Likewise, they must hide from the daylight 
as the sun can hum them after pmlonged expo· 
sure. If a Nightwalker is "killed" while still retain­
ing energies from an recent victim, this energy 
will he dissipated In an explosive manner. ll 

Hell Rats 
Occupation: Animal MinionsofRamn<1-Tor 

Skills: Stealth, speed, poisonous bite 

Motivation: To gather intelligence for their 
master, kill his enemies 

Weakness: Fire, most human we<tpons 

Hell Rats rescml->le normal rats excert that 

they are 25% larger and come frl)m an alternate 

dimension. R:1mna-Tor uses them as his "Eyes 

:rnd Ears" w canvass the wh<>le <>f rhc Ci ty of 

L<>ndnn as well as other areas he is interested in, 

such as Cami-.ridgc, where he uses them primaril\• 

tn keep tahs nn Dr. Talhm while h<:' is cni:aged 

elsewhere. The rats either communicate i-.ack to 

T<>r what they ••hserve via telepathy or, in some 

cases, link their minds with his so thar he sees 

what they sec, hear what they hear. 

Their hite c1mtains a vcnom extremely pt>isn­

nous to humans rhar kills within severnl minures 

1f not treated quickly. They attack either singly <lf 

in overwhelming swarms. In mnsr cases. they will 

choose esc;ipc 1wer confrontatil•n if the intelli­

gence they CMry is in jeopardy. Their speed and 

;tealth make; them extremely difficult 111 carch, 

bm rhey can he killed usin~ conventiona l means 

with the exception ot puisons and i-.aited traps. 

(They're mo smart fur that!) Q 

91 ~--------------------------------------------------~llhlmeN · lllllHr4 


	Shadis #22 - December 1995
	The GM's Forge
	The Good, The Bad, & the Ugly



